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Encourage and coordinate with KYTC and the MPO to ensure that bicycle and pedestrian ways are established in conjunction
with construction, reconstruction or other changes in state-owned transportation facilities.

Sidebars Action PR 4~-2, Activities geared
toward disseminating information and providing

incentives to promote bicycling may include:

Annual “bike summit” to highlight the
health and other benefits of cycling,
including its contribution working toward
making Bowling Green and Warren
County more livable communities.

Bike Month events, including a “bike

to work” day and associated events

such as breakfast and/or water stations
at strategic locations, shower facilities
available at larger employment centers,
friendly competitions between employers

Sidebars Action PR 4-3, Safety education
activities may include:

creating a detailed, countywide action
plan to increase bicycle safety, including
specific timelines and measurable
objectives;

bicycling safety workshops (similar to the
League of American Bicyclists’ four-hour
workshop).

“Share the Road” education programs
both for bicyclists and motorists.
Identification of “safe routes to school” on
the Greenbelt System Master Plan.

for high proportion of employees to Work with private and/or nonprofit partners such as the
Bowling Green League of Bicyclists to promote bicycle safety,
including identifying “safe routes to school” on the Greenbelt

System Master Plan.

participate, etc.
e Recognition for bicycle-friendly businesses.
e Incentives for employers who provide
“qualified transportation benefits” for
bicycle commuters.
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Objective PR-4  Make Bowling Green and Warren County a premier commu-
nity for bicycling.

Action PR-4.1 Explore ways to build upon the framework established in the
Greenbelt System Master Plan to build an ever-more interconnected
network of safe bicycling ways, including on trails, roadways and in
parks and other open spaces. Amend the Comprehensive Plan, other
plans and municipal and county ordinances when necessary to achieve
this growing network.

Context:

The City of Bowling Green passed a resolution to explore applying
for designation as a Bicycle Friendly Community. The Bicycle Friendly
Community program is an awards program administered by the
League of American Bicyclists to recognize communities that actively
support bicycling.

Achieving designation as a Bicycle Friendly Community will require
focus and commitment on the part of the community. Applicants
are judged in five areas: engineering (e.g. plans, accommodation
of bicycles on roads and existing bicycle facilities); education (e.g.
safety courses and information available); encouragement (e.g. the
existence of biking clubs, Bike to Work events, etc.); enforcement
(e.g. enforcement of traffic laws and bike safety regulations); and
evaluation and planning (e.g. crash and fatality statistics, plans to
improve these numbers, plans for facilities improvements, etc.).

Action PR-4.2 Increase awareness of and support for bicycling as a healthful
recreational activity, as well as a practical alternative to motorized
transportation, through education programs.

Action PR-4.3 Work with private and/or nonprofit partners, such as the Bowling
Green League of Bicyclists, on activities that promote safety in bicycle
use.

nd Recreation

Context:

Each year, there are about 800 bicycle-related deaths in the U.S. and
another half a million bicycle-related injuries treated in the nation’s
hospital emergency rooms. While the use of safety equipment is
important in reducing the extent of injuries, rider actions and reactions -
(especially obeying traffic laws) play a major role in contributing to m
injury-free enjoyment of bicycling. n
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Action PR-4.4 Encourage the provision of bicycling accommodations as unique
transportation links between the County’s numerous historic, cultural,
educational, scenic, and recreational destinations to support tourism
activities.

Context:

Initiatives to support the implementation of this action may include:
encouraging commercial operators to establish regular bicycle tours of
Bowling Green’s historic neighborhoods and districts, in coordination
with historic preservation groups and neighborhood associations;
working with the lodging industry to accommodate bicycles, bicyclists,
and bicycle-related activities at local hotels, cabins, camping sites,
etc.; coordinate with the Chamber of Commerce and tourism entities
to identify and market bicycle-related opportunities that encourage
residents and visitors to access state and regional parks, Western
Kentucky University, downtown Bowling Green and its cultural
attractions, etc.

Objective PR-5 Promote a diversity of recreational water-based activities and
programs as well as waterfront uses that are appropriate to
and compatible with the environment, character, and long-
term sustainability of the County’s blueways.

Context:

Blueway designation typically applies to those rivers and streams, or segments thereof, that
can successfully support canoeing, kayaking and boating. Warren County is blessed with many
significant water resources—including the Green River tributaries Barren and Gasper Rivers,
Drake’s and Jennings Creek, (as well as the famous Lost River Cave)—which provide myriad
recreational, economic, and health opportunities, as well as ecological, and scenic/aesthetic
value. Water-based trails can be designed with features and facilities that make their use more
enjoyable for residents, such as paths, kiosks, signage, seating, and restrooms. In planning for
blueways facilities, the managing entity must make sure that blueways users do not degrade
stream banks or shoreline habitats, and that runoff and erosion are minimized.

Action PR-5.1 Coordinate the designation of blueways with the County’s Greenways
Commission to help connect blueway resources and facilities to the
pedestrian and bicycle system, as well as with destinations around the
County.

Action PR-5.2 Provide and encourage appropriate levels of public access and
amenities along the County’s blueways, where feasible.

Parks and Recreation
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Action PR-5.3

Action PR-5.4

Action PR-5.6

Action PR-5.7

Continue to pursue the development of riverside walkways and bicycle
paths avoiding conflict with natural habitat.

Where suitable, encourage recreational and cultural activities such as
fishing, swimming, boating, paddle sports and water-based festivals.

Continue to support the development of a whitewater course on the
Barren River.

Encourage educational programs which focus on natural habitat,
heritage and value of the County’s blueways.
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Identify and prioritize potential areas to be added to the County’s Greenbelt (Greenways) Plan.

Initiate a dialogue between County governments and utility providers to consider changes to location standards in new
development to mitigate visual impact of utility lines.
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Action NCR-1.3.10

Action NCR-1.3.11

Action NCR-1.3.12

Action NCR-1.3.13

Action NCR-1.3.14

inform the public of the economic and other benefits associated this
program.

Identify and prioritize potential areas to be added to the County’s
Greenbelt (Greenways) Plan, and explore funding mechanisms for ac-
quisition, planning and design, as appropriate.

Seek coordination between local governments, utility providers and
property owners, to prevent conflicts between tree and utility loca-
tions, including utility maintenance needs.

Initiate a dialogue between County governments and utility providers
to consider changes to utility location standards in new development
to mitigate this infrastructure’s visual impacts. In particular, seek the
ability to encourage progressive undergrounding of utilities, where
practical; to group utilities in combined enclosures to the extent pos-
sible; and to locate utilities on or adjacent to rear lot lines (in common
alleys, utility corridors or easements).

Review the adequacy of existing tree planting standards for:

e Parking lot landscaping.

e Buffering and screening.

e Recommended plant palettes appropriate for xeriscape landscap-
ing, for water conservation and drought resistance.

Context:

It is important to carefully consider tree planting standards in the
development regulations. In addition to aesthetic and other urban
design benefits, thoughtful tree planting standards can help to harmo-
nize land development and human uses with the needs of the natural
environment. For example, appropriately selected and located trees
in developed areas can help to reduce soil erosion, make efficient use
of water resources and support the continued presence of other plant
and animal species.

Consider establishing a street-tree planting requirement within the
right-of-way of residential developments, and  potentially, of com-
mercial developments, in order to increase and restore the County’s
and cities’ tree canopy.

Context:
Warren County is fortunate to have a rich tree canopy today. Accord-
ing to information available through the USDA Natural Agricultural

Natural and Cultural Resources
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Objective NCR-4

Action NCR-1.4.1

Action NCR-1.4.2

Action NCR-1.4.3

Statistical Services approximately 45% of the County could still be clas-
sified as “forest” in 2007. However, tree canopy in the urbanized and
urbanizing areas of the County is rapidly being lost to development. In
addition to strengthened on-site landscaping standards, one way to
offset losses and restore tree canopy in these areas is to plant street
trees. Key benefits of an urban tree canopy of this nature include, but
are not limited to lower ambient temperatures, and residential cooling
costs; improved air and water quality; increased vehicular traffic and
pedestrian safety; reduced stormwater management costs; added val-
ue to adjacent homes and businesses; and positive effects on human
health. According to Walkable Communities, Inc., “...For a planting
cost of 5250-600 (includes first 3 years of maintenance) a single street
tree returns over 590,000 of direct benefits (not including aesthetic,
social and natural) in the lifetime of the tree.” The County’s govern-
ments may wish to review their subdivision, planned development,
and other large development standards to ensure that street trees are
appropriately addressed in proposed development. Redevelopment
that involves the reconstruction of existing sidewalks should also be
required to protect existing street trees, or to accommodate new trees
where they did not previously exist.

Take advantage of local natural resources to create,
protect, and enhance, and maintain recreational,
educational, and cultural opportunities and activities, as
long as such uses are compatible with those resources.

Support the continued implementation and periodic updating of the
Greenbelt (Greenways), Sidewalk and Bicycle Facilities Master Plan.

Review, revise and expand zoning and subdivision ordinance provi-
sions for pedestrian and bicycle facilities in private developments, in-
cluding encouraging extension of greenways, trails and other elements
of the Greenbelt (Greenways) Master Plan into future conservation
subdivisions through easements or land dedication.

Continue to promote the development of the Lost River as a nature
center, botanical garden, and karst education center for the education
and enjoyment of all ages.

Context:
The Lost River Cave and Valley was used, according to archaeologists,
for shelter, water and food for some of Kentucky’s earliest inhabitants,

Natural and Cultural Resources
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Continue to promote the development of the Lost River as a nature center, botanical garden and karst education center for the
education and enjoyment of all ages.
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approximately 10,000 years ago. In 1792, a saw mill, carding machine
and grist mill was built inside the cave. Later, both Confederate and
Union troops had camps in the area, and local legend has it that Jesse
James used the cave as a hideout after robbing Russellville’s Southern
Deposit Bank. In 1933, a night club opened inside the cave mouth.
However, by 1960 the night club had closed and the cave and valley
fell into neglect.

In 1990, the Friends of Lost River was formed to clean up, restore and
preserve these resources. Cleanup and use of the area as a natural,
cultural and educational resource was also identified in the 1990 Com-
prehensive Plan. Since then, there has been a major effort to move
trash and debris, social events have begun to be held there, an under-
ground boat tour was introduced, and increased educational and eco-
tourism opportunities have been offered. Since 2000, as visitation has
continued to grow, a Multi-Year Master Plan was developed, an Initia-
tive was begun to remove invasive species and greenways have been
constructed. This action is intended to support continued improve-
ment and utilization of this important community resource.

NATURAL AND CULTURAL RESOURCES GOAL 2
PRESERVE SIGNIFICANT ELEMENTS OF WARREN COUNTY'’S HISTORIC,
AGRICULTURAL, ARCHITECTURAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL HERITAGE.

OBJECTIVES / ACTIONS

Objective NCR-2.1  Gather, analyze and continuously update data about
Warren County’s unique cultural resources.

Action NCR-2.1.1  Maintain a local inventory of historic landmarks, places and districts,
with photographs, descriptions and information on history, ownership
and current conditions. Track structures, districts and landmarks that
could become eligible for historic designation (50-year threshold) dur-
ing the time span of this plan.

Action NCR-2.1.2  Establish a neighborhood inventory program to identify and document
the location, size, individual characteristics, appearance and inhabit-
ants of residential areas which will exceed the 50-year threshold for
historic designation during the time span of this plan.

Action NCR-2.1.3  Continue methods and procedures to update local surveys and regis-
ters of cultural resources on a regular basis.

Natural and Cultural Resources
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Maintain a local inventory of historic landmarks, places and districts, update this information on a regular basis,
and ensure that it is easily available to the public.
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Objective NCR-2.2

Action NCR-2.2.1

Action NCR-2.2.2

Action NCR-2.2.3

Support educational efforts to increase awareness of
Warren County’s cultural resources and to foster their
preservation.

Partner with non-profits, grassroots civic and preservation groups,
historical societies and museums, schools and other organizations to
inform the community about the benefits of historic preservation.
Working with these groups, prepare or promote educational tools and
activities such as:

e Handbooks and “how-to” brochures to assist property owners in
preserving and rehabilitating their properties.

e Walking and/or bicycling tours of historic neighborhoods and dis-
tricts.

e Tours of agricultural districts and family farms (e.g., farms ac-
quired by land grants after the war and passed down from genera-
tion to generation)

e Public education efforts, including conferences, panels, seminars,
and presentations by historical societies and museums in Bowling
Green and Warren County.

e Library of historic preservation and cultural conservation of inter-
disciplinary materials.

Context:

The continued success of preservation programs and activities requires
the support of the community’s citizens, and that requires education
about preservation’s many benefits, including economic development.
Often, organizations other than local government are in a better po-
sition to carry out the task of preservation education and outreach,
particularly schools and civic groups specifically interested in preser-
vation, such as historical societies. Thus, partnerships between local
government and these entities will result in the greatest success of
historic preservation programs.

Inform elected officials and professionals (building inspectors, plan-
ners, code enforcement officers, architectural review, economic de-
velopment boards, remodelers, contractors, appraisers, realtors, etc.)
regarding the special characteristics of dealing with historic properties.

Include information about agricultural/rural resources in any educa-
tional efforts that promote the benefits of cultural and natural re-
source preservation.

Natural and Cultural Resources
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Partner with civic and preservation groups, historical societies and museums, schools and others to inform the community about
the benefits of historic preservation.

Identify areas that include historic, archaeological or other valuable cultural resources for potential detailed planning.
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Action NCR-2.2.4

Objective NCR-2.3

Action NCR-2.3.1

Action NCR-2.3.2

Action NCR-2.3.3

Support the establishment of an entity to provide public education
about historic preservation.

Context:

The community’s Vision prepared as a guide for this Comprehensive
Plan identified natural resources, small town character, the agricul-
tural base and the rural countryside as things that people value about
Warren County, and much of the Vision concerned maintaining and
preserving these aspects of the County. However, rural preservation
is often forgotten in the larger preservation discussion, which tends

to focus on locations of important historical events or on period ar-
chitecture. However, Warren County’s rural landscape is an essential
part of it history and to the community’s conception of itself. Rural
preservation is the retention of those elements of the county’s agricul-
tural landscape, such as farmsteads, fencerows and cropland, which
contribute to the aesthetics, historic character and economy of the
agricultural areas; and, conservation of natural resources such as land
and water when they are important in combination with historic struc-
tural resources to the understanding or appreciation of the agricul-
tural landscape. Focusing on preserving the rural landscape is critical
to realizing the future set out in the Vision document.

Consider the application of regulatory tools and incentives
to promote rehabilitation of historic/archaeological
structures, properties and districts.

Explore the use of mechanisms such as cluster zoning, land swaps,
purchase of development rights and transfer of development rights
programs to discourage destruction of historic structures or proper-
ties.

When necessary, consider purchasing historically significant properties
to prevent destruction, or as a vehicle to undertake their rehabilita-
tion.

Identify areas that include historic, archaeological, or other valuable
cultural resources for potential detailed (sector, corridor, or district)
planning. Such detailed plans should include recommendations for the
preservation and enhancement of those resources, and may be imple-
mented in the Zoning Ordinance through overlay districts.

Natural and Cultural Resources

NCR-21





