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10. Ban septic tank absorption fields within the sinkhole flood plain.

Warren County falls within the Green River Basin. There are three major rivers and one
significant creek in the region. Green River forms a portion of the northern boundary of
the County; Barren River bisects the County from the northwest to the southeast;
Gasper River flows into Barren River on the western side of the County; and Drakes
Creek runs north from Simpson County into Barren River on the eastern side of Warren
County. (See Figure 31: Hydrology Network).

These rivers are perceived to be recreational assets, part of the pastoral beauty in rural
areas of the County, and an urban amenity (in the case of the Barren River), but there is
also concern that they are being used for illegal dumping that affects not only their
aesthetic beauty, but also water quality. These perceptions have been substantiated by
a report to the Kentucky General Assembly, which found that while the water quality of
most lakes, creeks, and streams in Warren County is sufficient to support aquatic
habitat, recreational activities, fish consumption and drinking water, a few bodies of
water have been identified as having unsafe levels of pollution, namely West Fork
Drakes Creek and portions of Barren River." Of the 10 species identified as endangered
by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, eight are aquatic — primarily species of mussel and
fish).

In 2003, as part of its effort to reduce pollutants entering into the groundwater, Warren
County began participating in the Kentucky Certified Clean County (KCCC) Program, a
statewide effort to eradicate illegal dumpsites. Using transportation funding, Kentucky
awarded Warren County just over $250,000 with the condition that it match at least 25
percent in cash or in-kind services. As of 2005, Warren County had cleaned up nearly all
120 identified locations with this assistance of its Road Department and laborers
participating in the Warren County Regional Jail Class D Inmate Work Program. About
twenty of the sites were located on rights-of-way, while the remainder were on private
property. "

In 2004, Bowling Green and Warren County began participating in a Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) program to update Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM),
which are very influential on mortgage lending and insurance rates. Upon receiving a
$366,000 grant from FEMA and becoming certified Cooperative Technical Partners
(CTP), the City and County have been remapping the area, including as many historical
records as possible but also restudying certain floodways, conducting survey
reconnaissance, doing basemap projections, and working on hydrologic and hydraulic
analyses in order to improve the data’s accuracy. The analysis has identified over
30,000 acres of floodplain in Warren County and 248 miles, which equates to 8.65



mctz'%-__i__;i%ﬂ Warren County/Bowling Green

F

Focus 2030 Comprehensive Plan

percent of Warren County’s 545 square miles and 472 and 582 buildings in Bowling
Green’s and Warren County’s floodplains, respectively.”

Warren County has a significant number of small wetlands—often one acre or smaller
and permanently or semi-permanently flooded— scattered throughout the County.
There is also a handful of larger wetlands, namely in the areas east of Bowling Green in
the floodplain of the Barren River; near to Basil Griffin Park west of I-65 and north of
Dewey Lake; and, south of Dewey Avenue.

Rainfall and climactic changes have become increasingly critical issues. In 2007, despite
a rainy autumn, Warren County was nearly 20 percent short on rainfall for the year. A
hot, dry summer coupled with a late season freeze resulted in the Barren River
dropping to a 5o-year low and farmers and nurseries losing significant portions of their
crops. To ameliorate the situation, in late fall the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
released additional water from Barren River Lake. The City and County subsequently
requested that the Corps study whether more water should be regularly kept in the lake
to ease future droughts. Record low flows forced the Bowling Green Municipal Utility
to lower its water intake and institute outdoor water use restrictions.

The wetlands habitat combined with varied topography and multiple “micro-climates”
has led to notable ecological diversity. However, negative externalities from
agriculture, mining, and septic tanks, development—primarily polluted runoff, drainage
and fill of wetlands, and seepage— have altered much of the natural habitat in Warren
County, and resulted in a number of endangered or threatened species.

There are four notable wildlife habitats, all with very limited public access: Woodburn
Glade, a 20-acre property with several open, rocky, glades and six rare plants; Cheney
Lake, a 169-acre transient water body located in Cheney Lake State Nature Preserve
that acts as a pass through for migratory birds; McElroy Lake, another transient water
body that is privately owned and not protected; and Sunset Barrens, a 100-acre
remnant barren managed by The Nature Conservancy. Many of Warren County’s
eleven federally listed endangered species and 21 state listed (Kentucky State Nature
Preserves Commission) endangered species inhabit these areas.

Most of the historic resources of Warren County generally fall into two categories: first,
historic structures or properties that have significance in terms of architectural
character, as locations of important historical events or connection to important
historical figures; and second, elements important to the historic rural and agricultural
character of the County.
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Warren County, and particularly Bowling Green, are recognized for having a number of
architectural resources of historical significance. There are six districts in the City of
Bowling Green designated on the National Register of Historic Places: St. Joseph'’s
Historic District; Shake Rag Historic District; Upper East Main Historic District;
Downtown Commercial Historic District; College Hill Historic District; and, Magnolia
Historic District. In addition, there are two National Register historic districts in Warren
County outside Bowling Green: Smiths Grove Historic District and Oakland-Freeport
Historic District. There are also 60 individual sites in Warren County on the National
Register, and the National Trust for Historic Preservation honored Bowling Green in
2006 as one of a “"Dozen Distinctive Destinations” in the country as a historic-themed
tourist attraction. National Register district or individual property designation is a high
honor and comes with some financial opportunities to encourage preservation.
However, no special regulations apply, provided there is no involvement of Federal
funds.

There are four locally-designated historic districts and nine individual properties with
local historic designation in Bowling Green. The historic districts are: the Downtown
Commercial Historic District; the Chestnut Dodd Historic District; the College Hill
Historic District and the Upper East Main Historic District. The individual properties
with local historic designation are:

e 42215 Avenue;

e 1405 State Street;

e 1056 Elm Street;

e 64110" Avenue E;

e 53710" Avenue E;

e 522 Morris Alley;

e 3838 Belle River Circle;

e 3870 Belle River Circle; and,

e 1303 College Street.

The following descriptions of the four locally-designated historic districts appeared in
the June 2006 Revision of the Bowling Green and Warren County Historic Preservation
Board'’s “Historic Preservation Design Guidelines”:

Downtown Commercial Local Historic District:

This district consists of a concentrated group of 19" and early 20" century
commercial, governmental, and religious structures. It comprises the original
center of Bowling Green; the original courthouse square; the principal buildings
of the city, county, and federal governments; and a portion of the Downtown
Commercial National Register District. The majority of buildings are the “two-
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part commercial block” type. The two-part commercial block is usually two to
four stories characterized by a horizontal division into two distinct zones that
reflect the different interior uses. For instance, retail on the main floor and
offices or residential on the upper floors.

Chestnut Dodd Local Historic District:

The 700 block of Chestnut began developing c. 1895 with the majority of new
buildings, additions and subdivision of lots taking place between 1901 and 1908.
Its period of significance is from 1895 to 1920. During this period, it represented
owner-occupied housing of the white middle-class with at least two early
merchants. In the 1930s and 40s it served mostly as rental property. Current
use is commercial and residential (multi-famliy rental). Lon Dodd, for whom the
district is named owned three lots: 729, 725, and 719 Chestnut, along with rights
to the fences and stones, in 1895 and likely built his home at 729 Chestnut soon
after. Dodd, born in the Goshen vicinity of Warren County, lived in Bowling
Green for 25 years and owned a grocery store at 10™ and State Streets.
Originally, he was a member of the firm of Dodd & Duncan on Main Street but
sold out to open the store at 10" and State. Dodd was a featured Bowling Green
citizen in The Times-Journal and Warren County Courier, Twentieth anniversary
Edition in 1902. Dodd also served as a city council member, was a member of
the Masonic order, and a member of State Street Methodist church. He is
buried at Fairview Cemetery.

College Hill Historic Local District:

The spine of this residential district is State Street, a principal north-south
arterial that connects the Downtown Commercial Historic District with the
campus of Western Kentucky University. The district also includes portions of
College and Chestnut Streets parallel with State Street. The area is a highly
concentrated group of 19" and early 20™ century residences and churches with
architectural and historic significance. Styles, forms, and construction methods
are freely mixed throughout the district with the majority of the structures
having been built between 1840 and 1930.

Upper East Main Local Historic District:

This district is a highly concentrated group of late 19" and early 20™ century
residences constructed between 1870 and 1930 and located between the historic
core of Bowling Green and Reservoir Hill. Both individually and as a district, the
structures are eclectic. The major architectural styles is in the district include
Italianate, Romanesque Revival, Queen Anne, Victorian Colonial, early 20"
century Utilitarian, Craftsman, Georgian Revival and Bungalow. Two houses in
the district were designed by the local architect, Creedmore Fleenor, who
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designed many structures in Bowling Green. The district is also listed on the
National Register of Historic Places and includes one individually listed house.

In local historic districts and for locally-designated individual properties, special
guidelines apply to exterior changes, new construction, demolition or structure
relocations, and decisions are based on a set of design guidelines which are based on
national standards.

Historic architectural styles surviving in Warren County in terms of residential
structures include Federal style, Greek Revival, Italianate, Greek Revival, Gothic
Revival, Romanesque, Second Empire, Queen Anne, Colonial Revival and Bungalow. In
terms of commercial structures, mostly concentrated in downtown Bowling Green, the
ltalianate style predominates but also include Federal, Gothic, Venetian Gothic,
Classical, Functional, International and Art Deco. In the latter part of the 20™ century
many of these buildings were deteriorating and sometimes covered with aluminum.
However, beginning in approximately 1980, a downtown rejuvenation began under
direction of the Landmark Association, which later became a prototype for the National
Trust for Historic Preservation’s Main Street program. While buildings materials were
generally the similar to those used elsewhere in Kentucky, an exception wsa the white
limestone facings on many downtown commercial buildings. The stone was quarried in
Warren County and known in trade circles as Bowling Green limestone.

: This money came from The Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF), a 20-year loan
program for planning, design and construction of wastewater infrastructure projects that collectively
contribute toward the statewide goal of improving water quality. Final Intended Use Plan Including
Priority Project List fo the Clean Water State Revolving Fund for State Fiscal Year 2008. Commonwealth
of Kentucky. October 2007. Prepared by the Environmental and Public Protection Cabinet and Kentucky
Infrastructure Authority.

y Source: TIF top story in *07 JIM GAINES, The Daily News, January 1, 2008

. Source: p2-8 Wastewater Report, Kentucky 305(b) Report to Congress, 2002

v Warren County On Its Way to Becoming Certified Clean County. CCPC Spring 2005 Newsletter.
v FEMA Flood Maps Receive Facelift. CCPC Fall 2006 Newsletter.
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FIGURE 31: HYDROLOGY NETWORK
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